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up to the Liini; but north-west of this river the surface streams are
mere rain gutters, the water in the wells sinks lower and lower, and
the cultivation becomes poorer and more patchy as the scanty loam
shades off into the sandy waste. As the Aravallis approach Ajmer,
the continuous chain breaks up into separate hills and sets of hills.
Here is the midland country of Rajputana, with the city of Ajmer
standing among the scattered hills upon the highest level of an open
table-land, which spreads eastward towards Jaipur and slopes by
degrees to all points of the compass, From Ajmer the Aravallis trend
north-eastward, never reuniting into a chain but still serving to divide
roughly, though less distinctly, the sandy country on the north and
west from the kindlier soil on the south and east.

The second main division of Rajputana, south-east of the Aravallis,
contains the higher and more fertile regions. It may be defined by
a line starting from near Abu and sweeping round first south-eastward,
and then eastward, along the northern frontiers of Gujarat and Malwa.
Where it meets Gwalior, it turns northward, and eventually runs along
the Chambal until that river enters the United Provinces; it then skirts
the British possessions in the basin of the Jumna as it goes north past
Agra and Muttra up to the neighbourhood of Delhi. In contrast to
the sandy plains which are the uniform feature, more or less modified,
of the north-west, this south-eastern division has a very diversified
character. It contains extensive hill ranges and long stretches of rocky
wold and woodland; it is traversed by considerable rivers, and in many
parts there are wide vales, fertile table-lands, and great breadths of
excellent soil. Behind the loftiest and most clearly defined section
of the Aravallis, which runs between Abu and Ajmer, lies the Udaipur
(Mewar) country, occupying all the eastern flank of the range, at a level
800 or 900 feet higher than the plains on the west. And whereas the
descent of the western slopes is abrupt towards Marwar, on the eastern
or Mewar side the land falls very gradually as it recedes from the long
parallel ridges which mark the water-parting, through a country full of
high hills and deep gullies, much broken up by irregular rocky emi-
nences, until it spreads out and settles down into the open champaign of
the centre of Udaipur. Towards the south-western corner of that State,
the broken country behind the Aravallis is prolonged farthest into the
interior \ and the outskirts of the main range do not subside into level
tracts, but become a confused network of outlying hills and valleys,
covered for the most part with jungle. This is the peculiar region
known as the Hilly Tracts of Mewar. All the south-east of Rajputana
is watered by the drainage of the Vindhyas, carried north-eastward by
the Banas and Chambal rivers. To the north of the town of Jhalra-
patan, the country rises by a very distinct slope to the level of a
remarkable plateau called the Pathar, upon which lies a good deal